
Our auction of the John Alexander Collection – the first portion – produced some 
prices far in advance of the estimates. The clearance rate reached just on 80%, 
allowing for 15 lots sold in the following days, all at the reserves, to several 
buyers.  The more important statistic, however, is that all 16 lots with lower estimates 
of $20,000 or more were sold – and some of these were hotly contested. Louis de 
Freycinet’s copy of Phillip Parker King’s Narrative of a survey, 1826, copiously 
annotated by him and with two additional maps, reached $228,000; the magnificent 
set of La Perouse’s Voyage autour du monde, 1797, with the plates in two states, sold 
for $120,000; the manuscript journal of the surgeon-superintendent on the voyage of 
the convict transport Belgravia, bound for Perth in 1866, fetched $108,000; and the 
very rare set of lithographed views of New South Wales by Robert Dixon and Thomas 
Balcombe, published in 1837, with Dixon’s original drawings for his two plates, made 
$114,000.  

Other notable results included: 

$360,000 for the extremely rare original edition of Blaxland, Journal of a tour across 
the Blue Mountains, 1823;  

$72,000 for Flinders, Voyage to Terra Australis,1814; 

$52,800 for Phillip, Voyage to Botany Bay, 1789, the issue with hand-coloured 
plates;  

$64,800 for Maurice, Extracts from journals of explorations, Adelaide 1904, with an 
album of original photographs of the expedition; and 

$57,600 for White’s Journal of a voyage to New South Wales, 1790, the issue with 
hand-coloured plates, bound with the two parts of Governor Phillip’s despatches from 
Sydney, 1791-92. 

The full results are shown below. 

 Prices are in Australian dollars, including a buyer’s premium of 20% (Australian 
buyers also pay GST on the buyer’s premium, adding 2% to the total). 



 


